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From you Sounded out the word of the Lord …. In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad ,,,  I Thes. 1:8
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BLESSED NEW YEAR

When The ECHOS comes into your hands, a possible impact it may make on you is hopefully the realisation that another year is soon coming to an end, and a new year is about to dawn if the Lord tarries. On looking back, as what the end of the year should challenge us to, we should take stock of what we have achieved for the Lord in the passing year. In the end analysis it is only this that counts - “Only what’s done for Jesus will last.” 

On looking forward, it should challenge us to heed the wake-up call if we have been too complacent in our Christian living, Rom. 13:11-14. On the other hand, for those of us who have been faithful may it serve as a further challenge to climb higher in our spiritual experience with Him. Like Caleb, we should be saying, “therefore give me this mountain” Josh. 14:12

One of the Mission Objectives of The ECHOS in its inauguration was stated as the creation of mission awareness among the assemblies in Penang and the encouragement of believers to go on or support mission trips.

We are glad that the Burmah Road Gospel Hall Young Adults Group have taken up the challenge and have gone on mission trips every year, thrice to OA Settlements, once to Phuket and just recently to India. We hope the young adults of the other assemblies in Penang will do likewise. This time two of the Mission Committee members were in this mission. We submit here a summary of their experiences in their ….[A detailed report follows in Mission Profile 1]

Mission to India.
On 16th November, 2000 a BRGH Team of four young adults (Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Ewe, Ms. Chan Mei Lai and Melisa Ooi) and the BRGH commended worker (KC Ung) flew by SIA out of the Penang airport to arrive at Chennai (Madras), India at about midnight via Singapore. They were received by Bro. Rajasingh Simon, an Indian commended worker and co-ordinator of the Mission to Chennai. They met each other for the first time then. Two hours later, another member (Ms. Annie Dora) of the Team arrived by MAS (the flight was more than an hour late) and she was met by her parents and the Team members. Annie’s parents garlanded all of them in the Indian way of welcome to their great land.

That was the start of their Mission to Chennai which led them to visit five assemblies there. As the Team members ministered to the saints in these assemblies, they themselves were ministered unto. They learned from them the sincerity of hospitality, the generosity of poverty, the humility of spirituality and the relevance of reverence in their worship of God not only in heart but also in the whole person. These saints taught them the thirst for God’s Word unlimited by neither time nor distance; the reality of prayer in its frequency and fluency, in big matters or small – God is Real! 

They also visited the impressive Christian Missions Charitable Trust Ministries. There their hearts were warmed to observe the love of those who sacrificially served the poor and the needy, and there their eyes watered to see the children from the slums being bestowed a God-given opportunity to taste a little of what life really is. It was there that little loving hands yearning for love cuddled them – pinching their cheeks even; beaming smiles, bright eyes, and laughter that knew nothing of such joy before greeted them. It was difficult for the Team members to pull themselves away from such untainted sincerity. It was no wonder that later they justified a gift of a high quality scanner to CMCT to help them in their varied ministries to these unwanted girls (in many cases just because of their gender) and the abused mothers.

The visit to the Bird’s Memorial Orphanage was a great contrast. The seventeen children in the Home had to sleep on mats on the bare floor with nothing to cover them during the cold nights. The BRGH Sunday School children bought for them each a blanket and a pillow.

On 22nd night the Team left Chennai for Bangalore by train. It took almost six hours for the journey. Bangalore was a City of Contrasts to Chennai. For poverty, they noticed prosperity; for simple spirituality they saw traditional formality; and for native sincerity, they experienced western respectability. The two assemblies they visited - Bethesda English Assembly and Elim Gospel Chapel – were themselves a reflection of a study in contrast as experienced in the cities mentioned earlier. However, in between, they discovered from the Leaders’ Conference and the Prayer Meeting where elders, evangelists and assembly workers in Bangalore were assembled, a welcome spectrum of individual leaders who loved and served the Lord most sincerely and sacrificially. 

The one-full-day travel to visit the Malvalli’s Boy’s Home/Maddur Orphanage was both exhausting and enlightening. It sat on a nine-acre piece of land which was used to the full to make the Home as self-sufficient as it could. Effective from this year, the World Vision, which had been funding the Home, is withdrawing its support due to a change of policy. One Std. Six classroom has an enrolment of almost 100 pupils! The Orphanage housed 60 boys with only one set of bed-sheets. The Team on behalf of the Penang assemblies bought for them a second set. 

On the last day, the Team witnessed a very impressive Elim Gospel Chapel Week-end School Anniversary Programme. The children’s musical drama drew an overflow of assembly believers, parents and friends. Then it was time to bid farewell to Bro. Easho Jacob, the co-ordinator for the Bangalore leg. It was a farewell that climaxed the whole Bangalore mission with a dinner at his house. His wife, Usha and their three daughters, Phoebe, Sheba and Ruby found it hard to part with the Team members and some eyes were wet.

Early the next morning the Team members were on their way back to Chennai. They were welcomed by the CMCT Director, Dr. Colleen Redit and hosted in the CMCT building until they were taken to the airport at night to fly to Singapore for them to take the first flight home to Penang the next morning.

The Mission Committee is humbly proud to be associated with this Mission Team to India. Together with the Mission Team members they want to thank all prayer partners for praying for them regularly and daily during the Mission period by following The ECHOS closely. They are grateful to the Lord for the practical fellowship the assemblies and individual believers in Penang have extended through them to the assembly projects and commended workers in India. You can read more about the Mission in the Mission Profiles.

I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy, for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.

Phil. 1:3-6
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